
Town of Fort Fairfield 

Wind Energy Technical Review Committee  

Council Chambers 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

6:00 P.M. 

 

Members:  Dick Langley, Jim Everett, Brent Churchill, Todd Maynard, 

                  Barbara Hayslett, Heather Cassidy, John Herold, Tony Levesque, David McCrea, 

                  Michael Bosse, Tim Goff and Phil Christensen 

 

Excused:      Carl Young 

 

I.      Call to Order – Richard Langley, Esq. – Committee Chair 

 

II.      Review/Acceptance of Minutes from Initial Meeting -  

 

     Motion: Phil Christensen moved to approve Minutes of November 10, 2014 as written. 

     Second: John Herold                                                                     Vote – All affirmative 

 

III.      Reports -  

 

A. Impressions / Insights from Mars Hill (No. 9 Mt.) Wind Meeting – Mike / John / Tim - 

Presentation was put on by EDPR originally Horizon Wind. Typically people who go to 

these types of meetings are those that are very concerned or have concerns about their 

property or their well-being.  No one except the company spoke in favor of this project.  

The meeting started out with a brief 5 -8 minutes presentation made by Katy Chapman.  

They had two rows of tables set up, there were probably 4 or 5 maps showing tower 

placements along with different brochures.  The group was asked to reserve any 

questions for after the presentation and at the tables as an individual instead as a group.  

Chris O’Neal was there representing Friends of Maine Mountains and he really made 

them tow the line as far as what they were supposed to be doing.  Their answers to the 

crowd were short, incomplete over simplified.  This project is in unorganized townships 

so they would have to model their ordinance after the States and follow their 

regulations.  The overall impression was that they were very evasive, it felt like they 

were just going through the motions.  One walk away thought is to watch them closely. 

  

IV.       New Business 

 

A. Review of Sample Ordinances / Discussion – Todd brought to the group copies of an 

ordinance for the Town of Montville, which is dated in 2009.  Todd also stated that the 

laws and status have changed since the Montville ordinance was done so we would have 

to get updated information.  One area that has changed is the safety zone around the 

turbine.  A lot of manufacturers are recommending a 500 meter circle for the ice throw, 

any sort of blade failure, any sort of fire or turbines falling.   This technology is 

evolving and it is something changing in all of these ordinances.  Also as a 

                        community we need to put our own twist on our ordinance, we need to add items or 

                        take items away, using the Montville ordinance as a template only.  As far as the 

                        setbacks, each manufacture has formulas, a summary of setback standards was passed 

                        out to the group.   
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                       A brief discussion followed as to which ordinance the group wanted to use as a template. 

 

                       Motion: David McCrea motioned to start with the Montville ordinance and use that  

                       simply as a template. 

                       Second: Jim Everett                                                    Vote – 10 in favor with 1 opposed 

 

B. List of Topics to be Researched in Advance for Next meeting – homework assignment 

is to look over the Montville ordinance, it was agreed to begin on page one and work 

our way through it to the last page. 

              

                        Mike mentioned that he is still going to set up a tour of Mars Hill’s wind facility and 

                        possibly taking along a sound meter. 

 

C. Subcommittees?  -  Decide to not go with sub committees at this time. 

 

V.       Public Comment Period -  David Deschesne stated that he has actually done sound pressure 

checks on the back side of the Mars Hill facility and he stated that a car going by was 

higher than the windmill itself. 

 

VI.   Other – Review of the Maine Wind Energy Maps by Tony and Tim.    

 

            Motion: Todd Maynard motioned to adjourn at 7:26 pm 

            Second: Phil Christensen                                                                       Vote – All affirmative 

 

Next meeting is December 1st 6:00 pm – Council Chambers 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rebecca J. Hersey 

Secretary Pro-Tem 


